
2018 AP English Literature Summer Assignment- Easy as 1, 2, 3  

PART ONE- LITERARY CRITICISM 

There are several types of literary criticism. This website will give you a great overview of different types of 

criticism to keep in mind as you complete PART TWO.  

These types of criticism and the rough timeline of the movements that I would like you to know are listed below. 

 Formalism, New Criticism, Neo-Aristotelian Criticism (1930s-present) 

 Psychoanalytic Criticism, Jungian Criticism(1930s-present) 

 Marxist Criticism (1930s-present) 

 Reader-Response Criticism (1960s-present) 

 Structuralism/Semiotics (1920s-present) 

 Post-Structuralism/Deconstruction (1966-present) 

 New Historicism/Cultural Studies (1980s-present) 

 Post-Colonial Criticism (1990s-present) 

 Feminist Criticism (1960s-present) 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/1/ 

Each of these movements has questions to consider listed on the respective page in the link above. As you read 

your plays, keep these in mind because you will need to apply them to what you read.  

PART TWO- PLAYS  

Play #1-Macbeth by William Shakespeare    Play #2 -Antigone by Sophocles. 

PART THREE- SOME, well more than that, QUOTES 

A. As you read, pay attention to quotes that speak to you so that you can collect your favorites from both 
texts.  You will be analyzing and synthesizing quotes from the plays and the literary criticisms in the written 
portion of your summer assignment. 

 

B. The breakdown of the quote collection is as follows:  
 

a. 10 quotes where you connect/synthesize quotes and questions from one of the specific literary 

criticisms and quotes from Macbeth. 

b. 10 quotes where you connect/synthesize quotes and questions from a specific literary criticism and 

quotes from Antigone. 

c. 10 quotes where you connect Macbeth, Antigone AND the literary criticism questions specific 

through theme and ideas including, but not limited to, commonalities of characters, ideologies, 

belief systems. (Theme’s a MUST on this one!)  

d. As you have nine forms of criticism to review, you need variety and shouldn’t have all of your 

quotes from one type of criticism.  Your goal should be to cover at least six forms- give or take.   

e. Please, please, please don’t tell me WHAT the quotes say or what they mean. I’ll know what they 

mean. (Promise.) I need you to explain the CONNECTION in what you are analyzing.  The idea here 

is to have an idea, make an argument and then prove it.  Explain HOW the selected play quotes 

answer the question you selected from the literary criticism.  Oh, and, in the final section, don’t 

forget to explain HOW the texts have a similar theme about XYZ. See what I’m saying here? The 

basic idea here is HOW, not WHAT! This is where you prove it, prove it! Don’t explain it!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/1/


C. HOW LONG DOES IT HAVE TO BE? (My favorite question.)  

I’m giving you a little flexibility here as far as length. Your quotes and explanations also don’t have to 

be as long as my example. In fact, if you look closely, you’ll see that I actually chopped out some 

words from the quote I selected. One sentence is CLEARLY not enough but half a page for every 

quote might be TOO MUCH. Some quotes/questions will naturally have longer explanations, others 

will have shorter ones. Quote what you want to quote. Answer what you want to answer. 

Sometimes the best ones are short.  A good rule is substance over fluff. You should have a decent 

mix of both. Use common sense here AP kids! Or email me.  

FORMATING  

A. Your SA should look something like the example below. Do NOT double dip on your quotes! No using 

quotes more than once for any of the sections.  

B. Please use 10 point Times New Roman font. 

C. Please cite quotes appropriately by using page(s) and including line number(s) for the plays.  

2018 AP English Literature Summer Assignment 
10 of the following 

Literary Criticism type and question  MACBETH QUOTES 
 

ANALYZE and SYNTHESIZE the ideas connecting the 
quotes. How does this quote connect to/prove your 

idea that Macbeth displays the ideas contained 
within the type of literary criticism? 

        EX: Feminist Theory question- 

 Do characters take on traits from 
opposite genders? How so? How does 
this change others’ reactions to them? 

 

LADY MACBETH 
“What beast was ’t, then, that made you 
break this enterprise to me? When you durst 
do it, then you were a man; and to be more 
than what you were, you would be so much 
more the man.” 
…  
I have given suck, and know how tender ’tis to 
love the babe that milks me. I would, while it 
was smiling in my face, have plucked my 
nipple from his boneless gums and dashed the 
brains out, had I so sworn as you have done to 
this.” 
 
1, 7:48-52, 55-58 
 

Lady Macbeth absolutely embodies the character 
traits typically associated with and given to male 
characters. As a woman in this time period she 
traditionally would have been at the mercy of her 
husband. Her stereotypical role? To be the wife and 
mother of a large, respected household. When Lady 
Macbeth tells Macbeth that she would have ripped 
her own child from her breast and killed it, she 
throws away all vestige of womanly traits and  
traditionally accepted behavior because she believes 
(knows) she is a stronger person than he is. This is a 
true role reversal. It doesn’t change others reactions 
to her because she isn’t chastising him in front of 
others. It changes our perceptions because we see 
the dramatic irony taking place early in the play and 
know who is truly running the show.  

 
10 of the following (Remember to NOT use the same quotes from the section above.) 

 

Literary Criticism type and question ANTIGONE QUOTES ANALYZE and SYNTHESIZE the ideas connecting the 
quotes. How does this quote connect to/prove your 

idea that Antigone displays the ideas contained 
within the type of literary criticism?  

 
10 of the following (Remember to NOT use the same quotes/questions from either of the sections above.)  

Make 10 connections between the plays. What are the common character traits, themes, messages, settings, roles of characters, etc.? 
 

Literary Criticism type and 
question  

MACBETH QUOTES  ANTIGONE QUOTES ANALYZE and SYNTHESIZE the 
ideas connecting the quotes. using 
theme AND ideas including, but 
not limited to, commonalities of 
characters, ideologies, belief 
systems. How do your quotes 
connect to/prove your idea that 
Antigone and Macbeth display the 
ideas contained within the type of 
literary criticism? 

 
SO, WHEN’S IT DUE? 

Your assignment is due by 5:00 PM on July 13, 2018. (Feel free to turn it in early.) 
If you do not meet that deadline, you will receive a ZERO for your summer assignment.  

(You may submit assignments either by emailing them or putting it in my mailbox at school.)  
 

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 
-My email address is csnyder@kingslocal.net.  I’ll check it at least once a week throughout the summer.  PLEASE 

email with questions. Don’t freak out, use your best judgment, and just go with it.    

mailto:csnyder@kingslocal.net

